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Action Requested: None. For Headquarters' information and files.

Synopsis:

a. RgDOLLAH and AIRBLWM infiltrated Albania on the evening of 21 December 1954.
b. FUDAY Team reached dead drop area safely but found nothing.
c. Team emaltrated in early morning hours of 22 December 1954.

Discussion of Debriefing:

1. Submitted herewith is the debriefing of FRIDAY Team, the infiltration-
exfiltration period being recounted chronologically. Please note that RNDOLLAR_.
and AIUILON were debriefed separately and alternatively by E: a and CI
These debriefin gs were carried out at the "Dig" safehouse on 23. December 1954.
Because- -2NDOLLAR's story is more complete as to details and times, his debriefing
is being presented in the enclosure. Any discrepancies between his version and
that of APELaTN will be footnoted.

2. Two points have arisen as a result of the debriefing itself which we
believe are particularly noteworthy. In the first place, there appears to be some
confusion concerning the dead dro p mechanics and danger/safety si gnals to be Om-.
ployed. It will be recalled that RNDOLLAR and AIPIGEON selected a dead drop
location jointly. RNDOLLAR'established danger/safety signals, instructed the PA
to place the container in the dead drop as soon as possible and to check the dead
droP signal as often as possible for incoming messages (enclosure No. 1 to
SGAA 11239, N_ApoK 2775, 14 August 1954, Page 4, para 20). RNDOL'i,AR stated in the
debriefing of the (1113,y 1954 mission that the PA had promised to enplace the con-
tainer within 24 hours'. AP).3-LON, on the other hand, understood from =OLLAR that
if two stones at the danger/safety signals location were together, the container
would be present, if they were separated from each other, the container would not 
be present. This conflict is of course important enough to warrant further explo-1
ration, and Headquarters will be informed of results.
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3. The second point involves a revelation of 7.7DOLLAR deserving closer study.
He stated to C::	 23. in the debriefing that he, aDOLLAR, had set up a
rendezvous with AIP=aZ for 25 May 1955. This would take place at Qaf e Hanit
between the hours 2200- 2330. PZDO .fiLAh had failed to inform his case officer of
this fact prior to this date.

4. AInBLOYN I s comments to C: _:=1 and	 23, may also be of interest. . He
indicated that he believed the o perational plan was very good. However, he felt
that the dead drop location Was a poor one for a number of reasons, namely:

a. The area was muddy and therefore held footprints.. 	
k*

b. Its location between two roads lacked sufficient cover.
*00..,.
V.c. The daner/safety signal was in close proximity to the hi ghway and

therefore hazardous. 	 q,

ATRBLON had favorable comments about RITDOLLAR's deportment but added that he is of
a somewhat excitable nature. (We have recorded AIi-LO4N I s comments here as he is
a mature and intelligent person who has received a substantial amount of training
from us.)

5. It must be pointed out that RTflOLlrAR and 1=31,DJI T gave a similar account
of the operation, and the discrepancies seer .: few and minor. Such discrepencies as
do exist may be at least Partially explained by AIR -3LOr l s inexperience and resulting
nervousness. We feel that another factor tends to confirm the veracity of RHDOLLAR's
story. AluaBLowm has no known loyalty toR .:9}.- ti,.41.13, of a sort that would lead himto
fabricate in order to protect his leader. On the contrary, he has given many indi-
cations of a first loyalty to his case officers during his three years of service.

6. In addition to the questions generated by the debriefing which we discussed
above, developments of the FRIDAY i:lission to date provide space for conjecture.
Some possibilities for our failure to develop the mission according to plan are
immediately apparent; they are:

a. AIPICTEal may have had such strong reservations about accepting his
assignment, that, in the final analysis, he decided againbt doing his part.
For example, he may have committed himself in an indefinite manner to save
face, being fully aware that, uponIDOLW:'.'s departure, he would not carry
out the instructions. It is also quite feasible that AIPTC-E0 lost heart
after	 exfiltration.
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b. :JJOL.id may have misrepreseted	 jls reaction to the recruitment
a-.7Aproac-n in order to preserve the family honor.

c. AIPIGEON may have been captured or killed.

d. An additional possibility, advanced by ITDOILAR, is that AIPIGEOK,
not anticipating that the team would Service the dead drop in the winter
months, retrieved the dead drop container for fear of its being discovered
by roamin shepherds. This would only be possible if RI'MOLL. A,I-Z did not brief
AIPIOWON properly or if ATTIGE'DN disobeyed instructions to leave the container
at the dead drop location at all times per Attach C to SGAA 10427, KAPOK 2661,
16 June 1954, page 3.

7. It is the opinion of this desk that the team Comported itself well during
this penetration.. Neither B.KDOLLAP, nor AIR3LOWY deviated from any of the specific
instructions which they received in the briefing; this, in itself, was gratifying.
We were particularly pleased. with the manner in which ATIMOWK rose to the occasion
without question or hesitation. He has earned himself a great deal of respect._

8. That our effort failed is, of course, a great disap pointment to all
involved. In retrospect, it seems that we would have been vise to LCFLUTTER
RNDOLLAR after his July penetration in an effort to confirm the accuracy of his
debriefilr. Our decision not to use this check at the time was based largely . on
his inconclusive reactions to his first test. Before making our final recommenda-
tions on the future of this mission, however, we plan to LC7LUTTER RNDCLAR on his
activities to date. The results . of this test plus our recommendations on the
operation will . be forwarded as soon as possible.

/JI,K/nkr

10 January 1955
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Subject: Debriefing of FRPAY Team Penetration of 21-22 December 1954

There follows an account of developments during Subject penetration:

December 21:

1750: Final instructions on the border conditions were -2iven to the team. A few
minutes prior to their separation from the conducting detail LYDa: , ,AR asked

what he should Co in case he 	 not find the container at the dead
drop. "[:: __::jLns-Jered that in such a case l' ,700,1 -? should not place the
new one there.

1750- Upon separation from the conducting detail, the team followed. the mule path
1835 for approximately,20 minutes and subsequently turned. right crossing the border

at point R 406544 When crossing the border Jirle marTiTafm noticed somethina
resembling the glowing of a cigarette. He immediately brou ght this to •
AIRBLON's attention who agreed. that what they saw must have been a light.
Although the team had antici pated to dross the frontier line a little further
up, the leader preferred to make an abrupt right and cross a little depression,
thus avoiding any contact with persons near the point ofthe liELtht.2

1835- The team covered the s pace between the frontier line and the thorn fence in
1915 about 30 minutes. The fence was crossed at point R 405549 and 11NDOaAR

stated that the team had no difficulty crossing it. It is his opinion that
in all probabilities in Was burnt down. by the local shepherds who set the -
grass on fire for fertilizing purposes. A row of rocks and some thorns are
still remaindng.3

•1915- After crossing Ike remnants of the fence the team proceeded along gently
1945 inclined ground, in a northerly direction towards the plaiarof Konispol. The

team left thp deserted guard post of Skemon (Skembi) approximately 100 m
to the left.'-

1. A .JRBLEUh indicated the crossing point at R 407545.

2. It should.. be noted that Greek and Albanian shepherds had been observed in
that area during the day.

made no allusion to the fence.
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The team marched across slopin:7 country devoid of thick brush or special
• -	 n	 r,r)

After the team had climbed the NE side of the stream and a dog started
barking.- Suddenly and simultaneously a voice was heard from a distance
of about 60 m calling twice, "Halt! Halt:" The voice was weak and of no
commanding tone. The team turned back on TIDOT,L.6.:.R's order and hid in the
stream bed. The voice of the man was faintly heard talking to the dog
which seemed to be retreating. (RNDOLIAR heard something like na, na l in
Albanian, equivalent to come on.) The team proceeded to the Ni along the
stream bed for approximately 200 . m. Ten- minutes after the first dog had

• started barking iffOOLLLR heard some more barking and another voice coming
from the same direction encouraging the dog with something like Oha!
°ha , . (sic).°

2030- The team left the river bed and proceeded towards the hill Qafe Hanit
2100	 (R )4.11573) where it approached the Bajario (sic) u p to a distance of 50 m.7

• At point R 407571 near a tomb AIR3lli'fl asked for some water but REK=kR
did not stop. The team, on arrival at a distance of a pproximtely 200 in
from the main highway, halted for approximately 15,20 minutes and watched
the road for any movement.°

After the rest the team walked towards the highway and reached it at a point
30 in from the Bajario. Some dogs were barking west of the buildings but
other than that the team heard or saw nothing. RWDOLLAR intended to show
AI331,07‘T a few prominent and unmistakeable land-marks to be used in the
proper identification of the dead drop. This is how he ex plains his somewhat
daring approach to the Bajario. The team walked on a mule path parallel to
the highway for a distance of 50-60 reters.9

2130 The team reached the location of the dead drop signal (R 415569) Which was
• to be found in the direct proximity of a telephone pole, -distinguished from

the others because of certain wire-cords attached to it. At the designated
spot the team . found the, dead drop si gnal (see 'formerbriefings) . 1° The two
stones were lying alongside; approximately one meter apart from each other,
and both at a distance of one meter from the pole.

. 5. RNDOLLAR, on his interrogation . by Raybould stated that there were 2 dos barking.

6. .1-11-91:3L0*T does not mention the second voice.
7. ATTES.,00 does not make any allusion to the Eiajario (the.Bajario known to

:R1q)0TaAR as Baxho is a Tot where the milk of various sheep of- the area is
processed. There is a spring of water nearby.)

S. AI-?BLObf did not mention this rest period.

9. (on page 3)
10.• (on page 3)
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Although the team found the danger signal on, .?.1::1)0L,LLT:Z told his team member

signal. The team proceeded immediately to the bush dead drop (in Albanian
the bush is known by the name of Gorric). 11 Rla rLAR indicated one bush
stating that it was the one selected by him, in the PA's presence. The fact
that a subsequent search by the two team members yielded nothing, did not
deter RiDOLLAR who resumed his search in 4 other similar bushes in case
AIPIGT:ON had made a mistake. 12 Subsequently, the team walked for about
)4540 m on the path along the Konispol highway in order that AIRBLaiN could
be familiarized with the entire, area.

Accordingly, the team returned to the point :(Dm east of the Bajario and from
there changed its direction towards the Greek border.

' 9. AIL Of states that the team reached the mule Path at R 408572 and then
switched their course to the east, following at Limes the mule track. During
this time .R.IDOLhiP counted three telephone poles. The team halted near the
third pole.

• AThafe.T' stated that prior to reachin g tle safety signal 11: 7 )C s7,11AR informed
him that they were in the process of examining the danger signal. As
IURBLOSIC was made to understand it, the safety signal was on that denoted
that "the container would be in the dead drop" otherwise it would not be
there at all.

U. ATELO .i!Th: referred to the bush in Albanian as driz or moriz.

12. The location, of the dead drop differs slightly in the two interrogations.
71.0gDOLLn claims the distance between the ,s:!..;11.al and the dead drop is approxi-
mately 25 M, AT:=O2-i, on the other hand, places the bushes at a distance of
4 to 10 m from the telephone pole.

13. Altholagh AInBLuz was not in a position to check. the time he declared that
the search of the dead drop took place around. 23l5 - 2335 hours.
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2230 Around point R 4071)1214 the team halted for approximately 15 minutes.

marks of the area, among which a piece of land ) farnerly belonging to his
family. On its return9 the team heard dogs barking from Earniko and Cuk
Aitojt. The team left the deserted guardpost of Skemon approximately 60 m
to the riht. 15 -The border line was approached 100-150 m KH of the infil-
tration point.	 .

0100 Right on the border line and a few minutes prior to enterin.,c_:; the Greek
territory- RN DOLLAR heard the noise of rolling stones and cracking branches.
He immediately drew AIRBLO'JN's attention who thoUght that the noise might
have been caused by a stray animal. FTDOLIiLR ordered a very cautious
approach to the border.16

0130 After 4 very slow march the team crossed the border at point R 404545.

1/4, R 407563, according to AIRB1,0H2"..

15. ABLO'fiN claims that the team made another 10' halt approximately 150 meters
from the border line.

16. Wild boat frequent the area in herds.
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